Sunday, 5th June, 2016.

For immediate release

Southend Lifeboat assists broken down motor
cruiser.
Southend on Sea’s RNLI Atlantic 85 lifeboat was diverted from exercise at
approx. 13.30hrs today following a request from the coastguard to attend a 30ft
motor cruiser broken down in the Ray.
The volunteer crew made best speed from Canvey Island and found the vessel, with
one male occupant, unable to make progress due to propulsion problems. The craft
was taken in tow, and returned safely to her mooring at Benfleet Motorboat Club.
Later, as the crew were making their way to the shore in the Lifeboat Buggy, they
were tasked by the coastguard to 3 persons reported in difficulty in an inflatable
dinghy one mile south of Canvey Yacht Club. The crew returned to the offshore
boathouse, launched the Atlantic 85 and proceeded to the given location which was
not as far off the shore as originally believed. There they found the 3 occupants
happily fishing and not in need of assistance so returned the lifeboat to the
boathouse for a wash down and refuel before heading home again.
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Key facts about the RNLI: The RNLI is the charity that saves lives at sea. Its
volunteers provide a 24-hour search and rescue service around the United Kingdom
and Republic of Ireland coasts. The RNLI operates over 230 lifeboat stations in the
UK and Ireland and has more than 140 lifeguard units on beaches around the UK.
The RNLI is independent of Coastguard and government and depends on voluntary
donations and legacies to maintain its rescue service. Since the RNLI was founded in
1824 its lifeboat crews and lifeguards have saved over 137,000 lives.
Visit the RNLI's official YouTube channel for more films and follow our rescue stories
on Twitter.

A charity registered in England and Wales (209603) and Scotland (SC037736).
Charity number CHY 2678 in the Republic of Ireland.

