Saturday 11th July, 2015.

For immediate release

Six calls for Southend Lifeboat Crews
Southend on sea’s RNLI volunteer lifeboat crews were kept busy today with six
calls throughout the day and crew eventually going home at 20.30hrs.
The first call came in at 12.10hrs with the Atlantic 75 lifeboat being launched from the
pierhead and tasked to a 35ft motor cruiser that had run aground off of Shoebury.
The lifeboat crew arrived on scene and attempted to tow the vessel free, but due to
the state of the tide, was unsuccessful.
The four occupants aboard were happy to be left and wait for the next tide.
Later at 14.55hrs the inshore lifeboat was called to reports of an adult and two
children in an inflatable, missing off of East Beach, Shoeburyness.
The inshore lifeboat crew arrived on scene and had begun searching the area with
nothing found so far, when the three were reported safe and well back on shore.
With the search and rescue hovercraft out on exercise at Chalkwell, it was tasked by
Thames Coastguard at 15.33hrs to reports of a 25yr old man stuck in the mud near
to Thorney Bay, Canvey Island.
The hovercraft arrived on scene to find the man, who was next to a stake buried in
the mud and suffering cuts and grazes. The casualty was then abusive and refusing
any assistance from the hovercraft crew.
It was decided to drop a member of crew at a safe distance with the casualty whilst
the hovercraft proceeded ashore to pick up police, paramedics and coastguard units
before returning to the scene.
Back on scene the emergency teams were transferred to the Southend Lifeboat that
had also arrived as backup, as the casualty and crew member were now waist deep
in water due to the incoming tide, and could now be better reached by the boat.
After some resistance the man was eventually recovered to the lifeboat and
restrained for safety, before being safely ferried ashore to Holehaven Creek Slipway,
to receive further medical attention, before being taken away by ambulance.
The hovercraft was then immediately tasked to a 15yr old girl that had become stuck
in the mud near to The Crowstone, at Chalkwell.
The hovercraft crew arrived on scene shortly after to find the casualty and three
additional people who had walked out to assist.
All four were taken safely ashore, with the casualty being treated for cuts by the
hovercraft crew.
At 19.15hrs, with lifeboat crew still at the inshore boathouse, their attention was
drawn to a woman and girl stuck on a Gilson’s fishing boat cut off by the tide.
The crews immediately launched the inshore lifeboat to the scene approx. 400yds
offshore, just east of the pier, where the two were taken aboard the inshore lifeboat
and ferried back to the boathouse, both being ok.
The inshore lifeboat was then asked by coastguard to check on an inflatable dinghy
with one man aboard, offshore at The Bastion at Westcliff.

On scene the man who was ok, was happy to be left, and make his own way back to
shore later.
Southend inshore lifeboat returned to station, with crew eventually making for home
at 20.30hrs.
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